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The year 1911 shows small tonnage with a large valuation.

- is due to the fact that almost all the material hauled in
year was miscellanseous merchandise (loeal packets) valuned at

$125 per ton. ihe drop in 1912 was due %o the local packets going
ont of basinas , ard thereby 1little merechandise was hauled, and
the materials transported by ﬁgter were mainly 1ﬁmber,brick,

and other low value products.
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49, Interview W.aA,.Thompson, La Crosse, Wisconsin.
- 50, Statistics on file at U.S.Engineer's 0ffice, LaCrosse, Wisconsin.
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We cannot leaVe‘ﬁraﬂsperﬁation on the Mississippi without

ment ioning the ferry boats that plied across the Mississippi at

LaCrosse for nearly a hglf ceatury. fThe Tirst boat, the "wila gty

in 1884, wag operated by mule Fawer.ﬁIn 1855,a'ﬁr.wﬁatés~put on
& steam ferry called the "Honey Eye".luﬁs'early as 1859 the ques-
tion of the free ferry was agitated among the citizens of LaCrosse,
The promotersg ufged that the ity would benefit from therenﬁire
trade of the rich valleys and Prairies of southern Minnesots
which would be suffiqient to build an ang support a large commer-
cial eitby. "They ean bring the Tarmers of the west to these éeaff_'\
0T compel them to go twenty miles out of the way to other towas”?d
The result was that the ferry boat "McRoberitg" by 1862 was mak=~
ing two trips s day to Latresent for twenﬁy~five»cents 8 team.bz
LaCrosse was the natuﬁél,peimt for all Minnesots settlers to mar-
ket in,aﬁd & common sight! wag a stream of shoppers crossing in the
ferries each week. PFerries continued to be the only means of
crossing the river upfts 16892, when %he LaCrosse~Misaissipp1.
bridge g&é built., Although egitation for free crossing was begun
in lBSS,QEhe desired result was not obtained uﬂtil Septembgr 1915, .
when the bridge was declared free by the common eouneil at Laéroése:
It was early realized that it LaCrosse was to benefit by
.river traﬂsportatiun the docking facilities must be improved. The
Rivers and Harbors Act of June $,1896, rpovided for a survey of
LaCrosse Harbor ,wisconsin. The survey was made in November 1898
by Assistanf Engineer ﬁ-&.?hompécﬁ, who rendered s report, estimates,

56 ‘ .
and maps. Ialrogee harbor like most upper Mississippi River harbors

51. History of LaCrosse County ,Bdited by Western Historieal Publishing
22. LaCrosse Daily Ugion, Oct.15,1859 _ Co.p603 '
53. Lalrosse Weekly Democrat May 1,1862 =
94. LaCrosse National Demoerat, Dec. 7,1858 N
55. Interview with Mr, Raddish, Lalrosse, Wis. ‘
.56. Document 210, 54tn Congress, - 2nd Session, House of Hepresentaﬁivefﬁ
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was simply the river front or wharf of the city. 1In the early E"
days of steamboating, and down telabout 1882, there was s good
landing from Jay Streect to Pine Street for about 28400 feet, and
also along the east ai&e of the Black River, above the ILalrosse
River for a half mile. Im those days the channel of the Mississ-
ippi joined that of the Black, above the mouth of th&yLaCrosse

River, and the water of both the first named streams, ran together

1]

)

in a deep and wide groove along the city ffont,.aaﬁ was sufficient
in velocity to earry away or hold in eheék the debris thrown out
from the TaCrosse River. Simee 1882, the channel of the Mississ-
ippi has moved by degrees lower &GWE, 80 that it strikes the east- f‘~’
ern shore éame distgnve below the mouth of the Lelrosse River . The

. change resulted in s great improvement to through navigation. But

the sluggish current of the Black River was now unaided by the - P

e

dississippi, no longer ables %o handle and restrain the sand and

E—u!

-

mué deposits frém the Lalrosse River, so that the bar inereased to
such an extent as_to prevent at low stages, landings in the Black
River and also in the harbor of Laﬁrssse.fram‘?ine Street t§ a
point aslmost midway between Maln and State streets.. A chenge

“that had been made in the channel of the Lalrosse River éfﬁific;
ially about 1884 perhaps helped %o aecelerate~d@pasits.. Phe bridese

crossing the river at Mb. Vernon Street still further restricted

the available Zength of the wharf to about five-hundred feet. The

raiiroad track along the levee also lessened the space for hauling
freight; the eddy below the bar was troublesome, and sometimes, on @W
account of the nearness of the bridge, made the deparvure of boats =

dangerous. Mo landing below the bridge was considered practical i

e e e b L LT e ——

57. Interview with W.aA.Thompson, Lalrosse, Wisconsin.




\ and dep051t the materisl, estlmate& at 55,000 eubic yara ,0on the

1atera1 dam st the foot of Island Ho. 105

3t

- as saw mills and other manufacturing concerns occupied nearly

811 the shore between the bridge and LaPlume Island. The sew=

age accumulated in the harbor as ﬁhefe was no ecurrent to carry
it a@ay.aa.eapﬁ. Thompson proposed in his repori at this tinme
ﬁIBéﬁ), to have a dam or bulkheaﬁ built of brush and roek to an
elevation of eight feet above low water of 1864, commencing at
the egater of Main Street and running up stream to a point about
1000 feet from shore nearly opposite the faaﬂ of Baﬁger Street.
This dam,v@hiéh was to have & preponderance of brush the gcheaper
materisl, was to be 1,575 feet long, the lower 800 feet being on

a flat curve and the remainder =z straight line. A smaller dam

was to be built to an elevatien of four feet above low water, for

the purpose of ecatching deposits from the ILalrosse Elvar - about

59
450 feet,
It was further proposed to dredge the bar on the rivef side of

the'larwe dam to a depth of four and one~half feet below low water 1

inside . of the bulkhesd, eomﬂenﬁlﬁg at the lower eﬁé aﬁ& uorklmg o Aﬂ

up stream saying this materjal,if proverly used would make an addé

itional 800 linear feet of lsnding and would fill to one. fo&t abOVe

!

high - %ater the space inside the bulkhesad up as far a8 he~nerﬁh _,;;

line ar ?1na~street It was pfoposed at this time, to 1nsure a N

ur;ent along the main dam or balkheaﬁ anﬁ thereﬂy pxavent the

' formatlon of another bar. there to 1mpf0ve the ﬂi531ssippl 1ﬁ tmla

100813?3 by hulldzny the four wing dams from Crand I ianﬂ, and the

o T St - o, o i o 2o 2% v e e S -

58} The Bituation a2s Revorted by W.AJThompson,.
-.59. TDoeument 210, B4th Congress, 2nd Bession.
_;6‘:}3,' Ibla.c -
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All this improvment was rstimated to cost $17 ,000 ang this

amount was asked for. TIg 1899 it was appropriates by congress

and the work immed iately started. The city made the neeqeu changes
in the sewefs and a dredge was made in the river 1,142 feet long,
26 feet wz&@ and of an average depth of 5 feet at low water, The
Sand dredged was used on the bulkhead. ot Phe dreﬁge finished its
wWork of easting up tone embankments July 23,1900, The cth of
LaCrosse hauledvits waste material foom street yradlnv on to the
lower 600 feet of the long dam. ra aising it from a height of gight
feet to ﬁedriy eleven feet abava low water, which is  the grade of
the railroad tracks slodg the ie?ee.az In 1902 the hydranlie dredge
was kep% at wark pumping sand from the harbor bar ana depositi ng
1t behind the bulkhead. ibout 84,000 cubic yards of sand were .
- moved by the dredge.65 In 1903 the leves was graded ané stone re=-
laid ev?r an-ares of 1’?,,,6300&&@1;.54 The following year 1904 o <ls)
work Wés done on the harbor, but in 1905 the work was campleted
W1th a few hvndred dollars of the appropriation left, Fﬂidh wa s
spemt to settle out- -standing debts.65 From these annual reports .
of the Chief En91neer upon the improvement of the ElSSlsgippi
ElVer, I have compiled o list Shﬂ%lﬂa the number ei stewmboatg
baxges and rafts until by 1912 the number of baxgea become too
few tqéﬂow upon the graph. The accelerateq number of. steam%oats t

n 1918 is due to the inereased number of excurugon<steamerslthat

- are pattlng in their aynearance. R B | -

félg_'ﬁnaual Report Upon the Improvment of HMis sissippi River. between
‘Mouth of Missouri River and &1nmeap011& and. of Galens River,lll
v - Appendix of the Annual Report of Qhief ﬁnglﬂeer 1900,

&2, Ibld .1901. 63. Ibid ,19082. 64. TIbig , 1805, bb_ Ibida 1909 & 1906
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68, TLalrosse Daily

HIGHWAYS

INDIAN TRAILS A gtudy of the transportation of Lalrosse takes

us back long before railroads had‘raacheé Wisconsin. fTravel
through that terriﬁory was by boat, horse. op snow sledges. There
wWere no roads such ss haa been developed from the Indjian trails
which interlsced the face of the wunty, and traces of which ecan
still be found. The early traveler found that these trails oftenm
followed the best possible routes for bridle Paths or roads, Prai-
rie schooners, farmer wagons, and stage coaches. followed in dne
time , szdgeb were - slcw to be built. In the earliest days, un -
loaded wagons were ferried scross the rivers in Indian Tdug-out”
canoes, tne?norSes swimming behind ang the freight brought over

in relays.sl Laterkthe railroads followed the route of the Tndian
trail, _

STAGE-COACHES These trails were Very numerous in the Ticinity

of LaCrosse. 411 those of Northern Wisconsin centered in this
1cca1ity. The white man followed the Indian; first on faot thmn

on horseback, and next by stageeoaeh The stagecoaeh was a pob~

- ular method of traVei during the first two decadas of Laﬂrosse a8

4

a settlement. One of these lines was the Burbank'S‘line that
‘ , 68
carried mail as far as St.?aul. Thig line was the largest and

best known. It was well adVertlseﬁ by the newspaperu of the tjme.

'“Thas dine is the best eqa;pped and best paylng of any 1n %he

west, %heir wiiter sioek COE&lStS of Gna huﬁdred and Bjxtf vupérs
1er hera@s anﬂ eight concorg slez&hs. The eem@any r9661Ves:Oﬁe
hqndre&\@ollars 8 iay from the. governmaent far carrvwng the mail--
the profits of this line cggnoﬁ be less than t%:rtyhthausand

dolxars the coming winter?

67. Thwaites,g. 8., Stordes of the Badger State . p. 1784
' Union, Nov.12,1859 69. Ibig




WAGON ROADS ILalCrosse was the center of & large number of wag-
on rosdsg reaching out in a11 directions to the Blaek R:ver valley,

to @ﬁe Fox-Wisconsin pcrtage to Baraboo, Prairie du Chein, am

to the Root Rlver valley aeross the Mississippi in Minnesots.
Some of these were post roads and received the earliest attention,
but as fast ssg the country was seﬁtled léecal authorlty improved
the highways as well as possi 316.76 The early roads followed tba
river VHllevs in order to find s paseage through the bluffs, one
of these roads, between Prairie du Chein and>LaCrosse is now under
! diseussians the propemitlon helﬂ? to hagg this road improved as
7% & scenie highway between the two 01t1eh.
PLANK ROADS  The two villaﬁes of Laﬂroase and Onalaska were sep-
avaﬁed by an impassible marsh 1anﬁ Onalasks being about seven
miles 1o the ﬁortﬂwesz of Lalrosse, There was s great desire to
remove thls dliilcﬂlty of communieation between tbe two villages,
In 1886 the Lalrosse & Onalasks Plank Road sand Bridge ﬁcma@ﬁy wasg
e organlzed whose purpose was to build a plank road between the two
}E villégas.7g This road was completed the kalloW1n@ year dﬂ& it not
| only brou?ht abeuﬁ tbe increased praaperzty of ﬁhe term;ﬂl ef the'
s road but caused the village of North LaCrosse to be built which
-was later incorporasted within the eity of uaﬂrosse, A bridge was
bullt over the LaCrosse River snot far from its mouth Whéra?it %ep-
arates LaCrosse into two seetions, The eompany cperated thls road
until 1859 when the county bought it and mde 1% a free thoraagﬁ* o

73
fare. @he read still gces by the name "Pldnk Readﬁ or'“Canseway%
70C. Bryaﬂt B.F, Mnneirs of La%rosse ﬁaunty, Do 70
71. Lacrosse Daily Tribune, April o8 » 1920,
72. Bryant, B, Pe, P 71
7Z. La%rosse Eaﬂ;on&l Demoerat, June 21,1859,




That there was need for improvement in these early roads is

shown hy the amﬁsing»repert of & traveler to Prairie du Chein in
the early part of the winter 1857-1858. He tells how the road be-
tween LaCrosse and frairie du Chein was "in sublime condition for
grand and lofty tumblln?“ ahd adds, "We folks of LaCrosse do get
some tall cursing for not attanéing to the reads in seascn”.?QWe
also see such statements as These in the newspapers of the day,
"The stagecosch between Lalrosse anﬁ.gparta made the-disﬁance in
twelve hours in gpite of the raads.“vb
RATILRCADS.

- LACROSSE & MISSISSIPP| In spite of the faét that LaCrosse had
water communication whieh gave ‘it an aévanéaga over the inland
towns, there was no sub jeet tﬁat received so much attention inm
the early days.as the building of the railrosd. Bvery issue of
the newéyapeis commented upon the situation, gave the lgtest dev~
elopments, urged the coooerat ion of the citizens, scoffed at the
pre%éntians of the rivsl towns, and kept the burning gquestion econ-
staﬁtly before fhe peap7e. The first attempt to get 8 rallroa&
was made in 1858, w%ea the Laﬁresse & ¥ilwaukee Rallroad was
ehaftera&: The commissioners met but that was the extent uf tnetr
brogress. In 1856, the company consolidated wzth the Mllwaakee,
'}Fond du Eac, and Green Bay Comapny. Eew‘aopes,were arousa@*but
C1little accomplished. In 1856 the EiTwaukee\& %ﬂﬁertown énmpany
| joined them and tbe road was built as far as P&ztage.?nghe same
year cﬂgress made a graﬁt of land for the purpose of aiding the
building of the rosd through Portage northwest to the St.Croix

V&'l
River and trence to the west en& of Lake buper;or and to Bagfleld
74. Bryant, B.F., P72
75. Latrmﬂse National Demoerat, Dec. 7 1858
. 76. Bryant, B.F., p. 71
77. 1Ibid, .
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. The léﬂa grant was transferred to the ILalrosse-Milwaukee Comapny

and in 1858 the road was finished through to‘LaCrosse, but the
company was not reimbursed by the grant which was never %o&i&rme&?a
The formal opening of the f@aﬁ was no small event. It was cele-
brated on Wednesday, Oectober 14, 1858 with appropriate ceremonies.
The first train had fifteen laaés of freight and the second had
nine, sgo ihe prospects of the promoters proved good frcm»the start.
A little later the paper states, " A stroll through the depot yes-
terday satisfied us that the road was doing an immense business.
The whole of the large depot is completely filléé while the plank
levee between the depot and thé river there isyseareely‘a foot of
unoccupied space. Every boat down brings é full loed of produce,
and every day a large train with a similar load leaves far Mil-
w&ukae;“éo | . | 4

TheAnamelof the road was changed to the "Milwaukee & Mississ-

ippi Railroad” and it is a lamentable fact that with the dropping

of the name "Lalrosse” a good part of the strugele as promoter of

‘the railromd was forgotten. Although the name wés eh&ﬁged back to

"LaCrosse & Milwaukee" road in 1860, still the name in-early rail-

. 81 A _
road history remsins"Milwaukee & Mississippi”. Consolidating of -

- railroads was talked of in 1860, and in a 3hoﬂ'time'ﬁhe}LaCrosse

| and Milwaukee became a part 8f the Chieago, Milwaukee & Sﬁi?aul"

Railrcad Comamy.

One point in the development of transportation at IaCrosse

which excited more than local interest was the building of the

LaCrosse Railroad Bridge. It was one of the times when the state
tried to nullify Féderal auﬁhcfity. |
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77. Bryant,B.F., p. 71 80. IaCrosse Daily Union,Nov.8,1859

78. Ibia 79. Ibid. 8l. LaCrosse Tri-Weekly Union & Dem- |

oerat, June 6,1860
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Civil Engineer Dodge of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.Psul Rail-

road Comapny proposed the site for the bridge to extend from
the roundhouse in the fifth ward ascross the lower end of PFinch
Island to a point on the Minnesots bank, a short distance from the
LaCresent Ferry landing.sz The site was selected in the sole in-
terest of the company, and the most direct route between Chicago
and St.Paul, without cémsidering the interests of Ea&rosse as g
eommereial center. The board of U.S S.Engineers of the War Department
.aanauneed their choice as being a direct crossing, at the foot of
Mt.Vornon Street. The railroad objected o the plan of the U.S.
Enginaer becaunse it inereased the length of the railroad two miles,
that the right of way through the city waulé be exerﬂ81ve and h&ré
to get.' This ﬂlupute cost Governor Was shburh his re-slection asg he
vetoed the bill ?Aﬁ Act to Authorize the Milwaukee & St.Paul Rail-
road'Bridge across the Mississippi™. He vetoed this bill in sfite
of the fact that the U.S. Saﬂgresm had authorized the construction
of Dunh a bridge. 1In the meantime the railroad officisls ferha&e
any trains to enter the eity of Laﬁrﬁsae, saymﬂv that the grass
would soon he growzﬁg in the stre ets of tqe city. But gs Laurossa
had made use of river Bransyertatlan before the adveﬁt of raii-
roafds, so she méde asé of this meﬁhé& again. frade went‘én as
ﬁéual; with merchandise being shipred across't@é':ivex'téiﬁhe g%ﬁﬁ-
esota side and tranéferreﬁ to the Seuﬁhern ﬁiﬂnesata Railroaé.‘
Subsequemtly the Tend died out and the brldge Wa° bullt at
the point a331red by the railroad compsny. It erosses the Bkack
River to French Island and then aseross tﬁe‘main.ch&&ael4ef the Nise
\

issippi.
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B2, History of LaCrosse County, p.590
8%. Interview with Mr. Raddish, LaCrosse, Wisconsing




| . The construction waqéuﬁhorized by the legislature in 1874, and

the construction which began the same year was completed in six

mmnthsfé T4 is hard to say which was the best choice but the bridge

served to further the development of interstatle eemmérce.

' BARABOO AIR-LINE " This line was incorporated to build 8 road
from Medison via Baraboo, to LaCrosse. It was ergaﬁize& in the
interest of the Chicago & Horthwestern R&ilroa&?s The road reach-
eﬁ TaCtrosse only after muech difficulty, which necessitated the
cutting of three tunnels in the ridges between Elroy and Sparta

at a'great @XPernse . Tﬁe rosd was consolidated with the Ghicago

& Northwestern, and runs through IaCrosse county parallel with

the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.Paul. The road was built to Winona
Junction gna the compsny then leased, and later purchased, the
"Winona Cut OfE™ a?ﬁ a short line was built from Ggalaska to La=
Crosse, tﬁereby gaining an entrance into Lalrosse. °

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY In 1886 a Mr. Thompson who had been
acting president of the Santa Fe Reilroad built the Chicago, Bur-
lington & Horthern Eailroad ircm Savanah, Illinois to ﬁregcn. He

_ﬁolleweé the Mississippi the entire 1engtﬂ of the state of Wiscom =
sin, two hun&rea twenty miles on the east bank oi the ‘river and

up o St.?au1.87 Some years later ﬁhl% line was taken over by the

Chicago, Burlington & Quiney Railroad, of which tLis systa% is N

now a part. This road handles an 1mmense buulﬁeSb at the clty of

Lalrosse. It gives LaCrosse direct commuﬂlcatlon Wlth Ghicago

and northern Illinaié, and a1l points on the Misaissippi'frcmf

Savhnnah to St.Paul. B

r——— L R LR et g s

84, Interview with Mr. Raddish.

85. History of Laﬁrosse County, p. 390

86. Ibid.

87, LaCrosse Republican ILeader, Aug. 1, 1885.
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.LACRO&SE & SQUTHESTERN A railroad was built ta‘eonnsct

the e¢ity of Lalrosse with Viroqua, the county geat of Vernon Coun-

ty, This road is of local importance to the counties of LaCrosse,
Monroe, and Vernon. |

The Green Bay &,@estérn Railroad also figures in the history
of Lalrosse traﬁ5§ortation., The road is built between Green Pay
and +he Mississippi River. The cgmpany was firs® chartered as the
"Green Bay & liake Pepin” railraad.ee Phis road uses. the "Winona
Cut Off" and builé'a.short 1line between Onalasks and LaCrosse.
These several railroads give laCrosse a daily service of seventy-

. 89
four passenger and sixty-seven trains dailly.

g8, History of LaCrosse County, p. 590
89, ILalrosse Chamber of Commerce, 1918.
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