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The H i x ~ m  House and  g a r d e n s  t o d a y  occupy  t h r e e  c i t y  l o t s  

d e s c r i b e d  as  numbers  6 ,  7, a n d  8 i n  B l ~ c k  8 o f  t h e  Bu rns ,  Durand,  

S m i t h ,  and  R u b l e e  a d d i t i o n  tct t h e  C i t y  of  La C r c ~ s s e .  Lo t  7 w a s  

t h e  f i r s t  o n e  ~zlf t h e  t h r e e  p u r c h a s e d  by  G i  decz~n C~zloley H i  x~ztn. The 

d e e d  w a s  r e c o r d e d  a n  A p r i l  30, 1858 ,*  N o  b u i l d i n g s  were shown i n  

t h i s  area on  t h e  1857 T r a v i s  and  W h i t t l e s e y  map. [ S e e  Appendix  B- 

No. 1 3  C c ~ n c j t r u c t i o n  p r o b a b l y  began  on t h e  hol-tcje i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1859. The  t a x  r e c ~ z ~ r d  f u r  185'3 shuws  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r u p e r t y  v a l u e  

a n d  i n c l u d e s  t h e  d e s c r i p f  i o n  "huuse"  .= [See Appendix  O I  The  h o u s e  

is also drawn o n t u  t h e  1859 B l i s s  a n d  S p e a r  map. [Appendix  E- , 

N o . 2 1  T h e s e  t w l z ~  e a r l y  maps o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  I-a C r o s s e  are v a l u a b l e  

i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were drawn i n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  s t y l e  o f  p l a t  maps. They i n d i c a t e  % h e  name of t h e  c~wner  

and  a n  o u t 1  i n e  appri=ixirnating a n y  b u i  l d i n g s  p r e s e n t  upon t h e  

p r c ~ p e r t y .  

I t  is p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  n o t  l i v e d  i n  u n t i l  s h u r t l y  

b e f o r e  Gideon  a n d  E l l e n  ( P e n n e l l )  H i x c ~ n ' s  m a r r i a g e  on J a n u a r y  13, 

1 8 G 1 .  i s ideon Cool ey H i  xon,  p r e s u m a b l y  e r r u n e u u s l  y  en f  e r e d  a s  

"Gec~rge  C u u l e y  Hixon" ,  w a s  l i s t e d  a s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  town of 

Campbel l  w i t h  h i s  m c ~ t h e r  E l e c t a  Hix~ztn and  h i s  s ister  E l i r a  i n  t h e  

18GO U S  Census .  T h i s  c e n s u s  w a s  r e c ~ ~ r d e d  i n  J u n e ,  1860.  P e r h a p s  

t h e  f i n a l  f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h e s  w e r e  b e i n g  o v e r s e e n  b y  t h e  c o ~ t p l e  i n  

p r e p a r a t i c ~ n  f o r  t h e i r  coming m a r r i a g e .  A q u o t e  f r o m  E l l e n  H i x u n r s  

c t b i t u a r y  states: 

"Mrs. Hixc~n  went aa a b r i d e  t13 t h e  home at  t h e  
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c o r n e r  c ~ f  S e v e n t h  and  Badger S t r e e t s ,  where  s h e  

d i e d  t h i s  a f t e r n o a n ,  and  a l l  h e r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  

bo rn  i n  t h a t  r e s i d e n c e .  "4 

Map Records of  the House and Grounds 

The Early House 

The 185'3 B l i s s  and  Spea r  p l a t  map shows t h e  f i r s t  o u t l i n e  o f  

% h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  Hixon House. I t  a p p e a r s  as t w o  s q u a r e s  w i t h  t h e  

w e s t e r l y  orre d ropped  t o  t h e  s*=*uth o u t  13f l i n e  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t .  

Though a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d  on t h i s  map, t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  La t  6 t o  

t h e  n o r t h  w a s  r e c o r d e d  on May 13, 1863," 

The First Addition 

The n e x t  i l l u s t r a t i u n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a p p e a r s  a t  t h e  b a t t o m  o f  

t h e  1867 B i r d ' s  Eye V i e w  Map o f  La C r o s s e .  [See Appendix A 3  These  

E i r d P s  Eye v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i t y  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  by commercial  f i r m s  

l c ~ c a t e d  i n  l a r g e r  c i t i e s .  S u b s c r i p t i ~ x ~ s  w e r e  s o l i c i t e d  i n  e a c h  

c i t y  i n  exchange  f o r  t h e i r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  The homes o f  t h e  more 

g e n e r o u s  p a t r u n s  w e r e  i 11 u s t r a t e d  a t  t h e  b ~ ~ t t u m  1=1f t h e  maps. 

Gideon H i x o n p s  r e s i d e n c e  is d e p i c t e d  cin t h e  1867 view,  s o  w e  c a n  

assume t h a t  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t o  t h e  p r i n t i n g  of  t h i s  

e d i t i o n .  Each h i g h l i g h t e d  hcsuse w a s  f a i t h f u l l y  r e c o r d e d  by  

i t i n e r a n t  a r t i s t s ,   st:^ t h a t  t h e  map d r a w i n g s  are c o n s i d e r e d  t c ~  b e  

a c c u r a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y  b u i l d i n g s  d e p i c t e d .  The 

d rawing  of t h e  Hixun t w u s e  shows t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a rear l e a n - t o  

b e h i n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1859 o u t l i n e .  The h o u s e  i l l u s t r - a t i o n  

i n d i c a t e s  t h r e e  d i s - t i n c t  u n i t s .  The main,  f r o n t  twu- s to ry  u n i t  

f a c i n g  S e v e n t h  Street a p p e a r s  as i t  s t a n d s  t o d a y ,  w i t h  s o m e  



a r t i s t i c  l i c e n s e  a s  t o  t h e  d rawing  ctf t h e  p r o p e r  window 

u n i  f a r m i  t y .  Window placement  and t h e  e n t r y  p o r c h ,  however,  are 

i d e n t i c a l  t o d a y .  The e a v e  b r a c k e t s  i n d i c a t e d  may h a v e  been  a more 

s i m p l e  V i c t o r i a n  C o t t a g e  S t y l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o r n a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  

cines now i n  p l a c e .  The m i d d l e  u n i t  is shown a s  u n e  and  a ha1 f 

stories h a v i n g  t h r e e  windows a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l .  The u n i t  d i d  

n o t  e x t e n d  a s  f a r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  as i t  dcles tcrday. T h e r e  is also a 

window i n  t h e  uppe r  h a l  f - s t o r y  d i r e c t l y  o v e r  t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e  

p~:irch. N o  window e x i s t s  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  t ~ d a y ,  b u t  a n  a d d i t i c t n a l  

window bay  w a s  added  on b o t h  s to r ies  when t h e  whole  h o u s e  w a s  

r a i s e d  t o  t w ~  s tories and  t h e  s e c o n d  u n i t  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  s ~ z ~ u t h .  

The B i r d ' s  Eye V i e w  Map shows windows and  a d o o r  t c ~  t h e  nctrth on 

t h e  d rawing  o f  - th i s  u n i t .  The rear o n e - s t c ~ r y  u n i t  is st~ctwn i n  t h e  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  a s  h a v i n g  a g a b l e  r o o f .  The d rawing  c ~ f  t h e  h o u s e  on 

t h e  map, however,  shctws t h i s  u n i t  as  h a v i n g  a l e a n - t o  t y p e  roof 

d r o p p i n g  away f rc~m t h e  rear o f  t h e  house .  

The Final House 

Lot  8 w a s  p u r c h a s e d  on J u n e  10, 187€Ie6 The 1891 Sanburn-  

P e r r i s  F i r e  I n s u r a n c e  map7 u u t l i n e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i l l u s t r a - t e s  % h e  

i n t e r v e n i n g  improvements .  [See Appendi x B-No. 3 3  The Sanborn  

I n s u r a n c e  Maps were drawn a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  f o r  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  They p o r t r a y  a c c u r a t e l y  drawn s c a l e  

d i a g r a m s  o f  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  and  i n d i c a t e  t h e  t y p e  o f  material used  

i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The Hixun h o u s e  o u t l i n e  shows t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  

b u i l d i n g  h a s  been  r a i s e d  t o  . t w o  s to r i es  w i t h  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  

n o r t h ,  s o u t h ,  and  rear o f  t h e  house.  A porch  h a s  been  added  an  
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Floor  P l a n s  and I n t e r i o r  Changes 

The Early House 

The f l o o r  p l a n s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  h o u s e  were drawn i n  1'384 by  

V . J .  S c h u t e  A s s o c i a t e s  a s  a n  a i d  f o r  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  

s e c u r i t y ,  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  and  h u m i d i t y  c o n t  ral  u n i t s .  [See Appendix 

E-No.31 While  t h e  p l a n s  were a d e q u a t e ,  i t  w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e  

e x a c t  and many m i s t a k e s  were made b e c a u s e  of % h e  r e l a t i v e  

i n a c c e s s a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  h o u s e  f c ~ r  r e p e a t  measu r ing  v i s i t s ,  These  

p l a n s ,  as  shown, h a v e  been  c a r e f u l l y  c o r r e c t e d  by t h e  writer where  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  v i s u a l  r e m n a n t s  o f  s t r u c t u r a 1  change .  

W e  w i l l  a t t e m p t  h e r e i n  ta r e c o n s t r u c t  % h e  v a r i o u s  a l t e r a t i ~ = ~ n s  

i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The h o u s e  d i a g r a m s ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  and p l a n s  

w i l l  b e  compared w i t h  t h e s e  v i s u a l  r e m n a n t s  o f  change .  A 

h y p o l h e t i c a l  1867 f l o o r  p l a n  is i n c l u d e d  KAppendi x E-No. 1 I t o  

s h ~ w  a p p r o x i m a t e  s i z e  and  a r r a n g e m e n t .  The c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  

f i n a n c i a l  a c c o u n t  r e c o r d s  [Appendix DI, and c i t y  t a x  r e c o r d s  

[Appendix C l  w i l l  b e  u sed  as s u p p o r t i n g  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  

a p p r o x i m a t e  t i m e t a b l e  o f  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  house .  

The Basement 

It d o e s  n c ~ t  s e e m  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  h c ~ u s e  had u n d e r g c ~ n e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  b e f o r e  t h e  1867 i l l u s t r a t i u n .  The v i s u a l  

e v i d e n c e  a f  t h e  or i g i n a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  shows a s e p a r a t e  basement  

room f o r  e a c h  u n i t .  Every  a d d i t i o n  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  a Cul l  

basement .  T h e r e  w e r e  no  c r a w l  s p a c e s ,  even  under  t h e  later bay 

window a d d i t i o n .  The m i d d l e  o n e  and  a ha1 f - s t o r y  s e c t i o n  [see 
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Basement F1 oar Plan-Appendi r; E-NCI. 31 exter?ded only t o  the 

present basement stairway. The door openings in the front and 

middle cellar foundations appear to be original. Entrance t o  the 

basement was either through an exterior cellar door or a 

fluur trap door. B ~ t h  were common methods of access during this 

time period, 

The visual evidence of ori ginax foundat i ans shows some 

discrepancy with %he 1867 drawing. There could have only been two 

first floor windows facing south in the central unit. The third 

would have been in t h e  lean-to section. The entry d1~13r t u  t h e  north 

could have been in t h e  back unit a s  well. The rear lean-to might 

have been added after the original 1859 construction a s  more 

space was needed for wood and other storage. 

Xn 1867 t h e  family consisted 13f three bcsys under six and 

at least one domestic, a s  was customary in a family with 

small children. 

The Entrance Hal 1 

The fir5.l; floor consisted of the entry hall, a parlor, 

dininglsitting room, kitchen, and sturage roam. The front hall 

has remained unchanged except fur the stairway and instal 1 ati13n 

o f  new woudwurk when the house was enlarged. The frc~nt entry t o  

t h e  house in the 1867 illustration is identical t o  that of today, 

indicating that the hall would have had the same position and 

width. The short length o f  the front tw12-story unit could not 

possibly have contained the grand staircase of the present. An 

asymmetrical side ha1 1 and staircase we1 1 were papular features 



o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  C o t t a g e  S t y l e  and  u t i l i z e d  a s ta i rwel l  w i t h  a 

l a n d i n g .  T h i s  form would have  f i t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s p a c e .  

The Second Floor 

The room o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  f r o n t  would h a v e  been  t h e  f i r s t  

master bedroom. C h i l d r e n  o f  t h i s  era would h a v e  s h a r e d  a commtztn 

room and  e v e n  a d o u b l e  bed. Todayt% l u x u r y  o f  a room f o r  e a c h  

c h i l d  w a s  unhea rd  c ~ f  t h e n .  W e  c a n  t h u s  assume t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  

Hixon b o y s  s h a r e d  t h e  m i d d l e  s o u t h  bedrimm u n t i l  t h e y  l e f t  home 

or t h e  h c ~ u s e  w a s  g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d .  S e r v i n g  g i r l s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  

w e r e  r e g ~ t l a r l y  housed  i n  u n h e a t e d  a t t i c  rctoms. The uppe r  rcctm i n  

t h e  s t c ~ r y  and  a h a l f  s e c t i o n  would h a v e  been  v e r y  c o m f ~ z ~ r t a b l e  f o r  

t h e  H i x o n P s  " h i r e d  g i r l " .  

The upper  ha1  1 and  p l acemen t  o f  t h e  rooms t o  t h e  s u u t h  would 

n s t  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  t h e  s e r v a n t ' s  s t a i r w a y  o f  t o d a y .  Many h o u s e s  u f  

t h i s  era f e a t u r e d  w a l  k- through a d  j s i n i  ng bedrooms. I t  would n o t  

h a v e  been  unseemly  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  a c h i l d F %  bedroom. I t  c a n  b e  

assumed t h a t  t h r e e  bedrooms would h a v e  been a d e q u a t e .  A m a s t e r  

bedroom f o r  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  o n e  for t h e  boys ,  and a s m a l l  bedroom or 

a t t i c  room f o r  s e r v a n t s ,  

The F i r s t  Fl cror 

The p l acemen t  o f  t h e  s t o n e  chimney p i e r s  i n  t h e  basement  

a n d  t h e  u p s t a i r s  e v i d e n c e  o f  ch imneys  i n  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s ,  h e l p s  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  d i v i s i o n  s f  s p a c e .  B e f o r e  c e n t r a l  

h e a t i n g  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h a v e  a h e a t i n g  s t o v e  i n  e a c h  l i v i n g  

area. The p a r l o r  may h a v e  c o n t a i n e d  a f i r e p l a c e  b u t  i t  is more 

l i k e l y  t h a t  a s t o v e  w a s  i n  use .  
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The Parlor 

The p r e s e n t  p a r l o r  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  rot3ms. The n o r t h  

w a l l  o f  t h e  f r o n t  h a l f  o f  t h e  rctom is set o u t  e l e v e n  i n c h e s  

f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  back.  T h i s  j u g  i n  t h e  w a l l  is a l so  

e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  h a l l ,  and  by t h e  p o s i t i o n  a f  t h e  u n a l i g n e d  chimney 

p i e r s  i n  t h e  basement .  The d i v i d i n g  w a l l  l i n e  a t  t h e  j o g  is now 

marked by  a d e c o r a t i v e  c e i l i n g  g r i l l e  t h a t  h i d e s  t h e  weight -  

b e a r i n g  beam. T h i s  beam is also s u p p o r t e d  a t  e a c h  s i d e  by  Greek 

s t y l e  w a l l  columns.  The f c~ rmer  w a l l  l i n e  h a s  been  w e l l -  

camouf laged  and  is n o t  r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t ,  T h i s  beam is d i r e c t l y  

unde r  t h e  w a l l  d i v i d i n g  t h e  t w o  u p s t a i r s  bedrc~oms. The former  

w a l l  c o u l d  h a v e  c o n t a i n e d  a s l i d i n g  d o c ~ r  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  o n e  i n  

t h e  d o ~ ~ r w a y  between t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r l o r  and s i t t i n g  room. These  

s l i d i n g  d a c ~ r s  are h i d d e n  b e h i n d  t h e  p o r t i e r s  c u r r e n t l y  hang ing  i n  

e a c h  door way. 

The DiningfSi tting Room 

The d i n i n g / s i t t i n g  room s t u v e  would h a v e  been  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  

w a l l  a s  shown i n  t h e  1867 f l o o r  p l a n .  The basement  chimney p i e r  

s t a n d s  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  The o r i g i n a l  chimney h a s  been  removed 

b u t  is sti l l  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  bedroom d i r e c t l y  abuve.  T h i s  removal 

may e v e n t u a l l y  p o s e  a s u p p o r t  p roblem b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  chimney we igh t  

above.  The IS67 i l l u s t r a t i o n  shows ch imneys  on t h e  r o o f  l i n e  i n  

t h e  p o s i  f i u n s  d e s c  r i bed.  

The First Addition - 1875 
The f i r s %  major  a d d i t i o n  %a t h e  h u u s e  w a s  i n  1875, s i n c e  

a major t a x  h i k e  i n  r e l a t i a n  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  o c c u r e d  i n  
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1876. T h i s  w a s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  B1QOO h i k e .  When compared t o  t h e  

41660 t a x  on t h e  A tk inson  h o u s e  ( n e x t  d o o r ) ,  i t  would h a v e  meant a 

s i z e a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  l i v i n g  s p a c e .  By c~z~mpavisan ,  t h e  major 

r e m o d e l i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n  1881 w i t h  an  a r c h i t e c t ' s  s e r v i c e s  

shows no i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  t a x  ra te  wha t soeve r .  Using t h i s  as a n  

i n d i c a t i o n ,  i t  c a n  be  assumed t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  s t o r y  w a s  r a i s e d  on 

t h e  c o n t i g u o u s  s e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The Gideon Wixon 

househo ld  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1875 Wiscons in  s ta te  c e n s u s  c o n t a i n e d  6 

f e m a l e s  and  6 males. T h i s  number i n c l u d e d  Gideon and  E l l e n ,  t h e i r  

s o n s  F rank  ( a g e  1 3 3 ,  J o s e p h  Cage 1 x 3 ,  W i l l i a m  ( a g e  81, a n d  George 

Cage 43, and  G i d e o n y s  mather  E l e c t a .  E l e c t a p s  o b i t u a r y  i n  1877 

states t h a t  s h e  had been an  i n v a l i d  and  had l i v e d  w i t h  h e r  s o n  

s i n c e  1858.12 I n  r e a l i t y  s h e  had l i v e d  i n  a h o u s e  h e  had p r o v i d e d  

i n  Nor th  La C r o s s e  u n t  i l  t h e  m a r r i a g e  0.f h e r  d a u g h t e r  E l i z a .  S h e  

w a s  n o t  1 i s t e d  i n  t h e  1870 U S  Census,  La C r o s s e  County.  S h e  may 

h a v e  been  o m i t t e d  i f  s h e  w a s  v i s i t i n g  h e r  d a u g h t e r  i n  M i s s c ~ u r i .  

Gideon w~ztuld h a v e  i n c l u d e d  h e r  i n  h i s  househo ld  i n  t h e  even% o f  

h e r  f a i l i n g  h e a l t h ,  as  h e  had p r o v i d e d  f o r  h e r  s i n c e  t h e  d e a t h  

o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  I t  is l i k e l y  s h e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  6 f e m a l e s  i n  t h e  

1875 State c e n s u s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a number o f  s e r v a n t  g i r l s .  

A p u s s i b l e  1876 f l u o r  p l a n  is i n c l u d e d  i n  Appendix E. [ N o .  21 

The h o u s e  w a s  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e  

f r o n t  s e c t i o n .  An exter ior  founda t  i o n  j o i n  1 i n e  p r o v i d e s  e v i d e n c e  

o f  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s i n c e  a s e c o n d  f o u n d a t i o n  l i n e  

j o i n s  t h e  1881 and  1902 e x p a n s i o n s .  The s o u t h e r n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  

s i t t i n g  room p r o b a b l y  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  

9 



f o r  %wet bedrooms i n  t h e  area of  t h e  s econd  f  lo~zir master bedroom 

and  t o d a y 9 s  staircase l a n d i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  a n  exterior chimney 

added  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t  w a l l  and  a back s t a i r w a y  b u i l t  t o  t h e  s econd  

f l o o r ,  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  rear beductoms and  s e r v a n t  

q u a r ' t e r s .  The r a i l i n g  a t  t h e  t c ~ p  o f  t h e  s e r v a n t ' s  s k a i u w e l l  is o f  

much 01 d e r  d e s i g n  than t h a t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  f r o n t  h a l l .  

The Second Addition-1-1 

The Hixctn f a m i l y  had r e a c h e d  its maximum s i z e  w i t h  t h e  

b i r t h  o f  t h e i r  f i f t h  s o n  i n  1878. A d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e  w a s  needed  f o r  

t h e  l a r g e  f a m i l y ,  t h e i r  s e r v a n t s ,  and  g u e s t s .  

The 1881 a d d i t i o n  t ~ z ~  t h e  h o u s e  is well-documented.  J o u r n a l  

e n t r i e s  a f  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  letters, a n d  r e c e i p t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  

h c ~ u s e  a c h i e v e d  its c u r r e n t  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  and  moat o f  its form 

a% t h a t  t i m e .  The a r c h i t e c t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  h o u s e  d e s i g n  w a s  C.F. S t r u c k .  A comment i n  t h e  December 21, 

l8S1 Morning C h r o n i c l e  s t a t e d :  " A r c h i t e c t  C,,F. S t r u c k  back  from 

a n n u a l  v i s i t  t o  C h i c a g o  and  Milwaukee s a y s  h e ' s  s e e n  nu  f i n e r  

i n t e r i o r  work t h a n  t h a t  b e i n g  done  a t  M r .  GmC. H i x o n r s  

r e s i d e n c e .  The l o c a l  pape r  r e p c ~ r t e d  a l a r g e  p a r t y  g i v e n  by  F rank  

Hixon i n  J a n u a r y  o f  1882 and  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  spac ic tus ,  r e c e n t l y  

r e f u r b i s h e d  i n t e r i u r .  A let ter  f r o m  Gideon ~ I Z I  h i s  b r o t h e r  E l y  

a% C h r i s t m a s  states, " W e  h a v e  g o t  o u r  h o u s e  f ixed . .  . " 
A basement  w a s  dug d u r i n g  t h e  summer of  1881 by A. and  O l e  

Nyhus, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Gideon H i  x o n 9 s  f i n a n c i a l  j o u r n a l  r e c o r d s .  

W i  11 i a m  R a w 1  i n s o n  w a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c c i n t r a c t u r  . G l a s s  w a s  p u r c h a s e d  

from McUulloch & McCctrd, plumbing f i x t u r e s  from W.A. Rciosevelt  



and  Company, p a i n t i n g  s u p p l i e s  f r o m  T.W. Spence ;  and  w a l l p a p e r i n g  

w a s  done  by J.J. McGrath. The u p s t a i r s  bathroom s k y l i g h t  b i l l  w a s  

p a i d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  g i v i n g  u s  a c l u e  t o  some o f  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  

t h e  house.  The b i T l s  f o r  t h e s e  improvements  w e r e  a l l  p a i d  by  

March n f  1882. (See 1881 J o u r n a l  and Ledger e n t r i e s - A p p e n d i x  Dl 

The o b v i o u s  p r o  j e c t i u n  o f  t h e  u p s t a i r s  bathroom i n t o  t h e  

h a l l w a y  s p a c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  t t h e  h a l l 1  had been  t h e r e  

p r e v i a u s l y .  T h i s  area p r o v i d e s  c x u e s  t o  t h e  1876 bedroom 

p lacemen t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  g r a n d  s t a i r c a s e  w a l l  s t r a i g h t  

i n t c t  t h e  fornier bedrocam area, t h e  b a t h  had to p r t z ~ j e c t  i n t o  t h e  

h a l l w a y .  The s e c o n d - s t o r y  f r o n t  c l o s e t  would h a v e  als~:~ been  

c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a b a t h  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  

bedrooms and  g u e s t s .  The p a r l o r  w a l l  w a s  removed i n  1881 and  t h e  

s i t t i n g  ruom g i v e n  its p r e s e n t  a p p e a r a n c e .  T h e r e  would h a v e  been  

ntz~ b a t h  p r o t r u d i n g  i n t o  t h e  b u t l e r ' s  p a n t r y  at  t h i s  t i m e .  The 

back  s ta i rwel l  would h a v e  been  s t r a i g h t  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  

enctugh d i n i n g  room area. The basement  f l o n r  marks  from a chimney 

are i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  d i n i n g  room/k i t chen  w a l l .  T h i s  chimney would 

h a v e  been  u s e d  by  s t u v e s  i n  e a c h  roam b e f o r e  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  

d i n i n g  ruom f i r e p l a c e ,  F o r c h e s  w e r e  added  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  and  

back I = I ~  t h e  h o u s e  c r e a t i n g  a s t r a i g h t  e x t e r i o r  l i n e  from f r o n t  t o  

back.  

The Bedroom-Li brary Addi t ion-1883 

Minor improvements  t o  t h e  h o u s e  were  on-going. The n e x t  

major a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l i b r a r y  and  bedroom, p r o j e c t e d  from t h e  n o r t h  

w a l l  w i t h  a p o r c h  c o n t i n u i n g  a l i n e  w i t h  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r  w a l l .  

- 
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Again,  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  is n o t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  t a x  a s s e s s m e n t .  

Qle Nyhus dug t h e  c e l l a r  f a r  t h i s  b e f o r e  f a E I ,  1883. B i l l s  from 

S e g e l k e  ti Kohlhaus,  s a s h  and  t r i m  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  and  W.A. 

Woosevel t  Plumbing show w o r k  on t h e  woodwork and  t h e  downsGai rs  

bathroom. A let ter  from t h e  Ct~icagl=l d e a l e r  i n  f i r e p l a c e  tiles, 

m a n t l e s ,  and f i x t u r e s  i n d i c a t e s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  room 

f i r e p l a c e .  The letter r e f e r s  t a  t h e  numbered p ~ = l s i t i o n  o f  % h e  

tiles, how t a  set them, and how t o  p o s i t i o n  t h e  man t l e .  T h i s  is 

t h e  ~ztnly f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  c ~ : ~ n t a i n i n g  d e c o r a t i v e  t i les  

n e e d i n g  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  a s p e c i f i c  o r d e r ,  s o  w e  c a n  assume t h a t  

t h e  let ter  r e f e r s  t o  i t .  

The Hixons  t r a v e l e d  i n  Europe  from J u n e  t o  September  1884, 

and  a g a i n  i n  1886. They p u r c h a s e d  many f u r n i s h i n g s ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  

and  c u r i o s  fctr t h e  house.  Gideon had t h e  l i b r a r y  b o o k c a s e s  b u i l t  

i n  1886 by George  E a r r i e ,  a Ch icago  a r t  d e a l e r ,  t o  h o u s e  t h e  f o l i o  

vo lumes  which h e  had p u r c h a s e d  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s .  H e  o r d e r e d  

t h e  c l u b  s o f a  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g  ruom a t  t h a t  t i m e  a s  w e l l .  

No f u r t h e r  a d d i t  i o n s  t o  t h e  h o u s e  w e r e  made d u r i n g  G i d e o n 9 s  

l i f e t i m e .  H e  had  begun t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  and  

w a s  c o n t r a c t i n g  f c ~ r  plumbing improvements  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  

d e a t h  i n  September  1892. 

The Last Addition-1901 

The last  ma-jor c h a n g e s  were made by E l l e n  J a n e  ( P e n n e l l  

Hixon i n  1901. T h i s  a d d i t i o n  is r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  t a x  jump 

r e l a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  1902. The k i t c h e n  and  d i n i n g  room 

w e r e  expanded t o  t h e  w e s t  and  t h e  T u r k i s h  nook and  bay window 



r e p l a c e d  t h e  back s o u t h  po rch .  The s e r v a n t T s  stairwell  w a s  

changed  t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e  f o r  t h e  nook. A walk-in  

c o o l e r  w a s  b u i l t  ~xtt from t h e  rear k i t c h e n  w a l l  as  w e l l .  The wash 

h o u s e  w a s  r e b u i l t  w i t h  a n  u p s t a i r s  a p a r t m e n t  f o r  a C h i n e s e  c o o k .  

E l l e n  added  t h e  O r i e n t a l  and  Near E a s t e r n  i t e m s  t o  t h e  house .  S h e  

also r e p l a c e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d a r k  woodwork i n  t h e  p a r l o r ,  The 

1  i g h t e r  woodwork by S e g e l  k e  & Kohlhaus  may h a v e  been  c c ~ m p l e t e d  i n  

1907. I n L e r i o v  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  room w e r e  t a k e n  by W. P r y o r  a t  

t h a t  t i m e ,  p o s s i b l y  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  new improvements .  

Mary Crcesby l i v e d  and  t r a v e l e d  w i t h  t ~ e u  a u n t  a f t e r  B i d e u n y s  

d e a t h .  A f t e r  E l l e n ' s  d e a t h  i n  1913, s h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  

h o u s e  u n t i l  1941. The hand p a i n t e d  d i n i n g  roam w a l l c o v e r i n g  by 

M a r j o r i e  S i l l  Wickware w a s  d o n e  i n  t h e  1920s at t h e  o r d e r  u f  t h e  

f a m i l y  members r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  huuse.  The removal  

o f  t h e  n o r t h  f r i m t  p o r c h  i n  1'345 w a s  t h e  las t  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  t o  d a t e .  The h o u s e  c h a n g e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  c h a n g i n g  n e e d s  

c ~ f  a p rc~minen t  fami l y .  
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APPENDIX C 

LA CRQSSE TAIC LISTS 
1857-1900 

BURNS, DURAND, SMITH, AND RUBLEE'S ADDITION, BLOCK 8 

Lot Assessed Owner Lot Assessed Owner 
Value Value 

1857 1858 
6 $180 E.P. Rice 6 $500 E.P.Rice 
7 180 Durand & Hill 7 450 G.C. Hixon 
8 180 8 450 Tim Atkinson 

1859 1860 
6 $500 E.P. Rice 6 $500 E.P. Rice 
7 2500 G.C. Hixon(house) 7 2500 G.C. Hixon 
8 1600 Tim Atkinson " 8 1600 Tim Atkinson 

1861 1862 
6 $200 6 $200 E.P. Rice 
7 1800 G.C. H ~ x o ~  7 1800 G.C. Hixon 
8 1000 Tim Atkinson 8 1000 Tim Atkinson 

1863 1864 
6 $125 E.P. Rice 6 $125 E.P. Rice(pd.Hixon) 
7 1200 G.C. Hixon 7 1200 G.C. Hixon 
8 750 Tim Atkinson 8 750 Tim Atkinson 

1865 1866 
6 $200 G.C. Hixon 6 $200 G.C. Hixon 
7 2000 H 7 2250 w 

8 1400 Tim Atkinson 8 1600 Tim Atkinson 

1867 1868 
6 $200 G.C. Hixon 6 $200 G.C. Hixon 
7 2000 H 7 2250 H 

8 1400 Tim Atkinson 8 1600 Tim Atkinson 

1869 1870 
6 $200 G.C. Hixon 6 $200 G.C. Hixon 
7 2250 H 7 2250 H 

8 1600 Tim Atkinson 8 1600 Tim Atkinson 

1871 1872 
3 $250 3 $250 G.C. Hixon 
4 250 (pd.Xixon) 4 250 H 

6 200 G.C. Hixon 6 200 G.C. Hixon 
7 2800 H 7 3000 H 

8 1600 Tim Atkinson 8 1600 Tim Atkinson 

1873 1874 
3 $250 G.C. Hixon 3 $500 G.C. Hixon 
4 250 w 4 250 H 

6 400 G.C. Hixon 6 400 G.C. Hixon 
7 3000 st 7 3000 it 

8 1600 Tim Atkinson 8 1600 Tim Atkinson 



1875 1876 *** House improvement 
3 $500 G.C. Hixon 3 $500 G.C. Hixon 
4 250 n 4 250 it  

6 400 n 6 400 w 
7 3000 I) 7 4000 n 
8 1600 Tim Atkinson 8 1600 Tim Atkinson 

1877 1878 
3 $500 G.C. Hixon 3 $500 G.C. Hixon 
4 250 II 4 250 n 
6 400 n 6 400 I* 

7 4000 n 7 4000 n 
8 1600 Tim Atkinson 8 1600 T.Atkinson(pd.Hix) 

1879 1880 
3 $500 G.C. Hixon 3 $500 G.C. Hixon 
4 250 n 4 250 n 
6 400 n 6 400 w 
7 4000 n 7 4000 n 
8 1600 n 8 1600 H 

1881 1882 *** House improvement 
3 $500 G.C. Hixon 3 $500 G.C. Hixon 
4 250 et 4 250 n 
6 400 n 6 400 n 
7 4000 w 7 4000 n 
8 200 n 8 200 w 

1883 1884 *** House improvement 
3 $500 G.C. Hixon 3 $400 G.C. Hixon 
4 250 n 4 600 w 
6 400 n 6 400 n 
7 4000 n 7 4000 n 
8 200 n 8 300 n 

1885 
LOT ASSESSED OWNER 
3 $700 G.C. Hixon 
4 1250 n 
5 1150 Geo.Knebel(pd.Hix) 
6 ) G.C. Hixon 
7 6950 ) H 

8 1 n 

1887 
LOT ASSESSED VAL.IMPS 
3 $900 
4 900 $650 
5 1000 350 
6 1000 ) 
7 850 1 4500 
8 850 ) 

1886 
LOT 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

ASSESSED VAL. IMPS TOTAL 
$950 $950 

950 $650 1600 
1200 350 1600 
1000 ) 

850 ) 4 5 0 0  7200 
850 ) 
[G.C. Hixon owns all lots) 

1888-1900 
TOTAL Tax listings for lots 3-8 remain 
$900 identical to those of 1886-1887 
1550 until 1894 when lot 3 reads: 
1350 3 $900 1600 2500 

1895-1900 lot 3 changes to: 
7200 3 $900 1500 2400 

No other changes in these years. 



1901 
LOT ASSESSED VAL.IMPS TOTAL 
3 $900 1500 2400 
4 1400 
5 500 700 1200 
6 1 
7 2600 ) 4800 7450 
8 1 
L o t s  3 & 4 listed-Hixon Co.  

1903 
LOT ASSESSED VAL.IMPS TOTAL 
4 
5 
6 $1200 ) 
7 1000 ) 5800 9000 
8 1000 ) 
9 1000 1000 2000 

1905 
LOT ASSESSED VAL.IMPS TOTAL 
4 ) $600 1000 1600 
5 1 
6 1250 ) 
7 1100 ) 6000 9400 
8 1050 ) 
9 1050 9 50 2000 

1902 
LOT 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

*** Home improvement  
ASSESSED VAL.IWS TOTAL 
$1000 $1000 

900 900 
700 1400 

3200 5000 8200 
1 

1000 900 1900 

1904 
LOT ASSESSED VALSIMPS TOTAL 
4 )  600 900 1500 
5 
6 $1200 ) 
7 1000 ) 6000 9200 
8 1000 ) 
9 1000 1000 2000 

1906 
LOT ASSESSED VALSIMPS TOTAL 
4 ) $1600 2500 4100 
5 )  600 1800 2400 
6 1200 ) 
7 1050 1 6500 9800 
8 1050 
9 1050 950 2000 



APPENDIX D 

Hixon Ledger and Journal Entries 
Hixon Letters and Bills 

Hixon and Company Papers 1856-1928,Manuscript Collection, Area 
Research Center,UW-La Crosse. La Crosse Mss B. 154 volumes. 

* = possible house expenditures 
Only the first or typical entry is noted for local merchants. 

John Hixon (Gideon's brother) was employed by Hixon 
and Company as foreman of winter lumber camp crews. 
Account states "2 7/26 months in bottoms, 6 6/26 
months in woods, 4 1/2 months on bottoms, at oxbow 
to Oct. - 13 months in all.M 1866. 
Died Dec, 18, 1874 at 42. (Possibly a logging 
accident or winter illness-unmarried) 

1866 Lumberjacks on crews were supplied with tobacco, 
clothing, 1 bottle pain killer, and yarn mitts. 

Date Vol. page, Entry 

Feb 28, 1867 89 Gilbertson for coffin 
Aug 16, 1876 85 H.I,Bliss quit claim on N Lacrosse 

structure - 40 acres 
Sep 19, 1876 85 10 *Insurance on barn 

entry to Mrs. Carter $2.00 for office plus 
us of $2.00 (Gideonfs office secretary?) 
85 14 Mons Anderson-office rent (Officers 

of Black River Improvement Co, had 
offices on second floor of Mons 
Anderson Building.) 

85 38 WB Hanscome-Hixon bill-men's clothes 
85 71 *Atkinson yard-G.C.Hixon expense - 

Purchase of Shingles 
85 45 Marstons-Hixon private bill-grocery 
85 88 Pew rent-St. Paul's Universalist Ch 
85 101 Hixon-By amount of deposit at 1st 

National Bank at time of failure $346 
85 104 *Atkinson yard-pd BF McMillan & Bros 
85 131 WS Burroughs-Drawing contract (law) 
85 156 Davis, Medary & Platz-harness maker 
85 366 *Tobey Furniture Co $69 
85 103 *City of La Crosse - water pipe 
85 434 *J. Burgermeister, general contractor& 

Builder-Labor on cellar $627.90 
*W-A. Roosevelt - pipes 

Jul 21, 1880 85 436 *Page (Edgar) plummer-(with Roosevelt) 
*LeBar 6 Johnson-paint & wallpaper 

Sep 9, 1880 85 447 Rawlinson (gen contractor) 
Sep 27, 1880 85 453 *S. Wilks for circulating stove 
Sep 29, 1880 85 445 *Speigal & Co.-furniture 
Dec 2, 1880 85 467 *W.A. Roosevelt bill 
Dec 23, 1880 85 475 *C.F. Struck - architect 
Jan 1, 1881 85 478 *Tillman Bros. - furniture bill 



Jan 12, 1881 85 480 Cl ty Tax $681.20 
Jan 12, 1881 85 480 *Pd Gas bill for Dec 16.20 
Jan 12, 1881 85 480 Episcopt%l Church Pew Rent 30.00 
Feb 8, 1881 85 485 *LeBar & Johnson for curtains 
May 30, 1881 85 506 *dresser at Chicago 
Jun 7, 1881 90 508 *C.J. Struck-Jun 7,1881 to Jun 1,1882 
May 15, 1882 1 Receipt-"Received of G,C.Hixon $50 in full 

to date for services as Architect & Superin- 
tendent. COG. st ruck^.^ 

Aug 17, 1881 85 532 *A Nyhus & Bro-digging cellar at house 
Sep 2, 1881 85 536 *T.H. Spence for paints, oils, etc. for 

house. 
Sep 3, 1881 85 536 *McCulloch & McCord - glass for house 
oct 10, 1881 85 548 *Chicago Carpet Co. 
Oct 24, 1881 85 550 *Bldg acct for skylight 
Oct 28, 1881 85 550 *Toby Furniture Co. 
Nov 3, 1881 85 554 *Chicago Carpet Co. 
Nov 3, 1881 85 554 *Nursery stock 
Nov 11, 1881 85 556 *WA Roosevelt on account 
Nov 15, 1881 85 558 *McCulloch & McCord-glass for GCH 
Nov 28, 1881 85 562 *Wm Rawlinson (Gen Contractor) for 

plastering 
Dec 3, 1881 85 565 *J. J .McGrath-house wallpapering 
Dec 19,1881 1 Letter from R.C. Jackson of East Tennessee 

National Bank, Knoxville, Tennessee 
advising Gideon of his brother Ely's intent 
to marry a Miss McNabb who is 26-28 yrs old. 

Dec 25, 1881 1 Quotations from Gideonfs letter to Ely which 
voices his concern that Ely is too old (57) 
and that his health is too poor for him to 
marry such a young lady. He does give his 
blessing, however, and advice: 
"...you will have to give up a good many of 
your batchelor whims or ought to at least - 
and remember that you and I both inherited a 
short and sometimes disagreeable temper from 
the Cooley or Sykes side of our house. tt 

* HWe have got our house fixed and and 
Will Pettibone are here on a visit from 
Hannibal. This is Christmas Day and Rob is 
very happy with his presents from Santa Claus. 
The other boys also enjoy theirs. I sent 
Aunt Mary Prutt(?) $25 and Eliza [his 
sister1 $50 for Xmas presents. Nell 
[nickname for Ellen Hixonl will write you 
before long but I asked her to let me write 
first." 

Jan 1982- letter in La Crosse County Historical Society Manuscript 
collection from Ely to Gideon states that he won't be married 
this year. He will come home in April and discuss it with 
Gideon. 
Ely died June 1883 and his effects were sent to Gideon. [letters 
regarding these matters are located in box 1, Hixon papers.] His 
few assets were divided between Gideon and his sister Eliza 
indicating that they were his only heirs and that he had not 
married. Aug 18,1883 Gideon traveled to Knoxville and back on 
account as Guardian of Ely's estate, 



Jan 6, 1882 
Jan 6, 1882 
Jan 6, 1882 
Jan 17, 1882 
Jan 17, 1882 
Jan 17, 1882 
Jan 17, 1882 
Mar 31, 1882 
Mar 31, 1882 
Dec 14, 1882 

P 

Dec 16, 1882 
Dec 21, 1882 
Dec 21, 1882 
Jan 26, 1883 
Jan 26, 1883 

Jan 26, 1883 
Jan 29, 1883 
Mch 30, 1883 
Apr 4, 1883 

8: 

Jul 3, 1883 
Aug 24, 1883 
n 

Sep , 1883 
Sept , 1883 
Sep 9, 1883 

Oct 1, 1883 

574 *Tillman Brothers 
574 *E,B. Moore for hardwood floor 
574 Garfield Monument 
578 *La Crosse Tax for 1881 $942.30 
578 *R.M. Mooer-shingles manufacturer 
578 *George Barrie-artist prop-(Chicago) 
578 *Chicago Carpet Co. 
594 *W.A. Roosevelt-bill for house 
Receipt for music lessons-E.E. Blashek 
Receipt-L.Drake Carpenter & Builder 
Apr 15- hanging blinds 
Jul 14-8 hrs. work getting out and putting 
up stair rails 
3 *Insurance on house 
7 *City taxes 1036.65 
8 Ely Hixon pd Mrs. Cole for his care 
11 HI J. Peck for insurance 50.00 
11 *George Barrie-Chicago art publisher 

for pictures 10.00 
11 *Miss Pierre for house(maid) 50.00 
69 taxes 890.50 
14 La Crosse Club 15.00 
15 Tower for church 

*Marshall Field & Co 
42 *Tillman Bros, 
53 Racine College for Will 

*George Barrie 
54 Pd NcNabbs claim on Ely's estate 

( $150) 
55 pd GCHixon as heir of Elyts house in 

Knoxville, Tenn. 
Letter from Charles S. Page 
Importer of English Tiles and dealer in fine 
grates, wood, mantles, etc. 
337 Wabash Ave,, Chicago, Illinois 
Dear Sir: 
Enclosed please find plan of Hearth. Facing 
is numbered commencing on left. 
Fit mantel to wall, fit iron in niche, build 
out brick piers to meet opening in mantel to 
In from face, leave air space of one inch 
all around iron niche, only connecting brick 
with flue on ledge on back; take away mantle 
lay hearth on floor and measure to cut out 
wood, let hearth be in depth from face of 
mantle, give four inches foundation to 
hearth, 2 1/2 of concrete (cement), and 
balance to bed tiles in pure cement, bed 
tiles in facing in pure cement on brickwork, 
do not fasten up mantel until brickwork is 
thoroughly dry. Soak the tiles and brick 
before setting. This is imperative. 

Charles L. Page 
Receipt for bill 
G.C.  Hixon to Ole Nyhus $150.00 
For building a foundation for a house 



Oct 9, 1883 
Oct 11, 1883 
Nov 7, 1883 

Nov 24, 1883 
ft 

ff 

Dec 13, 1883 
Dec 24, 1883 

Jan 2, 1884 

ff 

Jan 5, 1884 
Mar 10, 1884 
Apr 9, 1884 
June 26-Sept 
Sep 8, 1884 
Sep 19, 1884 
Oct 11, 1884 
Oct 16, 1884 

Dec 22, 1884 
Jan , 1885 
Dec, 1885 
Feb 4, 1886 
Mch 2, 1886 
Mch 1886 
May 6, 1892 
Jun 18, 1892 
Jul 20, 1892 
Sep 10, 1892 
Nov 4, 1892 

I 

Nov 4, 1892 
ff 

r 
a 
n 

Nov 9, 1892 
Nov 19, 1892 
Nov 19, 1892 

Nov 22, 1892 
Dec 1, 1892 
Dec 1, 1892 
Dec 6, 1892 
Dec 21, 1892 

Extra work on cellar floor 
concrete and cement u& 

$157.00 
87 59 *A.W. Pettibone-crockery 
87 60 *Wilmarth-gas fixtures 
2 Receipt-Scharpf Tausche & Co, 

Cook stove 
87 65 *Labar & Johnson-paper hanger & paint 

*W.A. Roosevelt - plumber 
*Assessment for sewer 

87 67 Marshall Field 
87 68 Bought 320 acres of land for Sister 

near Osborn, Missouri 
87 69 *Segelke & Kohlhaus-La Crosse millwork 

manufacturers-for woodwork 
JM Hixon school 

87 70 *Frank Weiss-polishing sideboard-hse 
87 74 Appletonfs Encyclopedia 
87 79 Am Manufacturer 

19,1884 European drafts from trip abroad 
87 95 Duty on music box 
87 95 Encyclopedia Britannia & other books 
87 95 Racine College 
87 95 *Geo Barrie-Chicago art publisher 

folios of Vanderbilt mansion& art 
87 99 *City taxes 871.50 
87 100 EJ Hixon-trip to Michigan 
87 120 *Pd Johnson-carpenter 
87 123 History of Rome 30.00 
87 123 *GW Scott-painter 
87 123 GCH for Hot Springs, Arkansas 
88 7 *GW Page-plumbing bill 
88 14 *Odin J. Oyen for decorating 
88 20 *EC Bergh bill-house furnishings 
88 28 *New Barn- Pd CA Bartz on contract 
88 37 Tillman & Co.-Undertaking (Gideon) 

*Plans for barn 135.36 
92 *Barn Plans 37.00 

*Final paymt to Bartz-barn 813.53 
*Oyen extra painting-barn 
*Masonis bill for plumbing specs 

92 Plumbing specs 31.50 
92 Insurance (piano) 
88 39 *Wiring barn-electricity 
92 Boat House-(EJH paid for launch and 

boat house for Frank) 
92 *Wiring Barn 
88 41 *OJ Oyen-decorating Hall 
92 *Decorating Hall 
88 42 EJHixon - Chicago & Missouri trip 
88 44 *Pd Trane for plumbing-La Crosse. 

James Trane made steam fittings in 
conjunction with W.A. Roosevelt Co. 
This payment, however, would have 
been made for a contract on refitting 
the house plumbing. Gideon wanted to 
remove the garrett s kitchen hot 



Dec 21, 1892 92 
Jan 6, 1893 88 45 
Jan 20, 1893 88 48 
Jan 20, 1893 92 
Feb 4, 1893 92 
Mch 1, 1893 88 50 
Mch 13, 1893 92 
Apr 7, 1893 88 56 
Jun 23, 1893 88 65 

Aug 1, 1893 
Sep 7, 1893 
Sep 12, 1893 
Dec 8, 1893 
Aug lo, 1894 
Apr 5, 1895 
Apr 27, 1895 
Apr, 1895 
Jun 7, 1895 

Jul 1, 1895 88 152 
Aug 1, 1895 88 152 
Aug 3, 1895 88 152 
Oct 10, 1895 88 164 
Jun 1, 1896 88 191 

July 29, 1896 92 
Jun 17, 1896 92 

water tanks, add new hot water tanks 
and laundry tubs in cellar, replace 
the soil pipe, and renew fixtures in 
the upstairs and 1st floor bathrooms. 
*plumbing 
Geo Hixon's school 
*bal Trane contract 
*Tram plumbing 
Robes schooling 
*Work in bathroom 8.00 
*Bathroom-Bart1 
*Geo Scott-painting 
EJHixon buys tenement house-many 
bills thereafter.(Home for 
Friendless ) 
*Screens on residence 
EJH travel to Nells(niece) & Robes school 
EJH express for statue 
Bradish-f oreman Colman 
*Scott-for painting library 
EJH Book of Engraving 150.00 
*Drake's (L.-carp.& bldr) bill at hse 
Bradford Academy 
*Segelke Kohlhaus Mfg Co. 8.45 
improvements & repairs 

*gas piping in stove 
EJH Louisville trip 
EJH drafts to Nantucket 
*Racine Mangle Co. 24.75 
*Harrison painting-imp & repairs 

American Biographical Publ. Co. 
Rob-European trip 


















